
The cleanup program at the Memphis
Depot is a highly regulated process that 
must comply with many different laws and 
regulations. In most cases, federal laws are
enforced under similar state or local laws.
While federal laws are the highest authority,
the Depot also complies with all state, local
and military laws that can, in fact, require a
higher standard than some federal laws.   

Below is an overview of some of the laws
and how they apply to the Depot cleanup
program. In future issues of EnviroNews, we
will provide more details on these laws, the
complex regulatory environment and the
procedures that must be followed by the
environmental team, the Depot’s progress in
meeting these legal requirements, and the
role you can play in the process as an 
interested member of the community.

Environmental Protection Agency 
Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA):
The RCRA is a federal law enacted in 1976
to provide regulations for generating, 
storing, treating and disposing of solid waste
and hazardous waste. In January 1990, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
conducted a RCRA Facility Assessment at
the Depot that identified areas of concern
the Depot should address.  

The Installation Restoration
Program (IRP):
In 1981, as a result of the enactment of
RCRA, the Department of Defense initiated
the Installation Restoration Process (IRP), a
military initiative that regulates the 
evaluation and cleanup of federal facilities
such as the Memphis Depot. 

National Priorities List (NPL):
The NPL is a federal regulatory program
that identifies sites that require special 
consideration for cleanup. The federal 
regulations that define which sites should be
on NPL are part of the National Oil and
Hazardous Substances Contingency Plan,
which prevents and controls spills into 
surface water and other parts of the 
environment, and the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation
and Liability Act (see below for more
information on CERCLA). On October 14,
1992, the EPA placed the Memphis Depot
on the NPL based on a numeric ranking
called the Hazard Ranking System that
determines the level of potential risk of a site
to human health or the environment.

Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation and
Liability Act (CERCLA):
In 1980, CERCLA was passed by Congress
to investigate and clean up sites representing
a certain level of risk to human health or the
environment, including sites on the NPL. In
1986, Congress passed the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act
(SARA) defining how federal facilities were
to comply with CERCLA. When the Depot
was placed on the National Priorities List,
the Depot’s IRP was restructured to comply
with CERCLA and SARA.

CERCLA sets out a seven-stage process for 
identifying and solving cleanup issues. Each
stage must be followed, completed and
approved by federal and state environmental
regulators before the next stage can begin.
The Memphis Depot environmental team is
currently working on the fourth stage.

Base Realignment and
Closure Act (BRAC):
BRAC legislation was passed in 1980 and 
established new procedures for closing or 
realigning military installations such as the
Memphis Depot. Because the slow pace of
cleanup efforts under highly structured 
regulatory programs was seen as a hurdle in
efforts to reuse the property, the President
created the Fast-Track Cleanup initiative
within BRAC legislation to speed up the
cleanup process. However, BRAC legislation
still requires facilities to follow a detailed,
step-by-step process with federal and state
approvals required at each step. 

Other Acts and regulations that must be 
followed during the cleanup include:

•  Federal Property and Administration 
Services Act

•  Surplus Property Act

•  Federal Property Management
Regulations

•  1994 Defense Authorization Act

•  Clean Air Act

•  Clean Water Act

•  Safe Drinking Water Act

•  Toxic Substances 
Control Act

Our Legal Environment
As the former Director of Installation

Services at the Memphis Depot and an
employee at the Depot for a total of 37 years,
Ulysses Truitt brings a great deal of expertise
to his position as a member of the Depot’s
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB). Mr. Truitt
and his wife, Juanita, a retired school teacher,
live in the Memphis Depot community and
have three sons. 

“My background at the Depot allowed me
to know what went on environmentally and,
consequently, I owe the community my 
service on the RAB to ensure that correct
actions are taken, as well as to dispel rumors
about the existence of potential threats to the
community,” said Mr. Truitt. 

Mr. Truitt said the RAB, with its 
cross-section of community members and
technical representatives from environmental
agencies, is helping to ensure that the 
restoration of the Depot is being done 
properly.  

From a technical 
perspective, Mr. Truitt said that
the contractors who provide
cleanup services are doing an
excellent job and that the plans

set out for the Remedial Investigation and
Feasibility Study are “above board and exact.” 

“I’d like to tell the community that the
cleanup initiative is progressing to the 
expected point of complete compliance with
Environmental Protection Agency laws. The
community can rest assured that there are no

imminent threats to the environment or the
health of the community. I look forward to
the near future when the former Defense
Depot exceeds environmental standards 
anywhere in the Memphis area and becomes a
prime industrial facility,” said Mr. Truitt.

In the year 2000, Mr. Truitt would like for
more members of the community to attend
RAB meetings and wants to see the RAB
accomplish three things: improve the
Information Repositories as well as 
presentations concerning restoration issues;

concentrate on Depot cleanup issues
and refer other community issues to
the proper agencies; and assure the
community that the money being
spent on cleanup efforts is a 
reinvestment back into the Depot
community. 

In addition to his work on the
RAB, Mr. Truitt is also President of
the Alcy-Ball Neighborhood
Association, Superintendent of
Sunday School and a member of the
choir at Beulah Baptist Church, and
serves on the board of AmeriCorp.  ❑

You can find 
information about the
Memphis Depot
Caretaker Division’s
environmental 
restoration program at:

This site is currently
under construction,
and we will continue
to add content on a
regular basis.
Your feedback is 
important. Please tell
us what information
you would like to access
through this website.

www.ddc.dla.mil/memphis

We’re On 
The Web!

RAB MEMBER PROFILE:
A Conversation with Ulysses Truitt
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Students lend a hand to carry Depot news to the community 

Whitehaven High School’s Distributive
Education Clubs of America (DECA) 
students have partnered with the Memphis
Depot’s Community Relations Office to 
distribute EnviroNews throughout the 
community.  Marketing teacher Karen
Bryant Simmons and her students are
responsible for ensuring the copies of
EnviroNews are correctly labeled in 
preparation for mailing to more 

than 4,600 homes and businesses in the area.
Students receive an honorarium for their
efforts, which goes back to their club 
to fund programs. ❑


